
October 1, 2020 
PTO Meeting 
Brian Getchell 
Sarah Ranahan 
Tim Semchenko 
Celie O’Brien 
Courtney Johnson 
Alyssa Scordo 
Lisa Sailer 
Started at 7:00pm 
 
❏ Welcome Back Wampatuck: 

❏ Brian began meeting with an introduction.  

❏ Discussed the need for flexibility and readjusting events.  Reached out to 

other elementary PTO’s to grow the opportunities for students.  

❏ PTO is about enhancing experience at Wampatuck for children by 

supporting teachers with supplies (art and music, for example), donating 

books, garden shed, new playground in addition to fun experiences (fall 

fest, winter fair) and fundraisers. 

❏ Welcomed Tracy Riordan to her first PTO meeting 

 

❏ Principle Update - Tracy Riordan:  

❏ What an amazing community both Scituate and Wampatuck communities 

are.  We’ve made it through the beginning of the year with some bumps. 

Staff has stepped up to help with the reimagining of Wampatuck. 

❏ The positive cases - worked closely with the Board of Health, nurses and 

superintendent.  We hope you felt the communication was helpful.  The 



need to want to know versus confidentiality.  We will be as open and 

transparent as we can while respecting privacy. 

❏ The arrival and dismissal - has gone really well.  Only having half the kids 

in the building at a time is obviously helping.  There are lots of walkers and 

bikers.  The buses are going well.  If parents can put a sign with the name 

of your children in the passenger side window it will help the pickup line go 

quicker.  Wearing masks and doing the best you can to stay 6 feet apart at 

pickup. 

❏ There has been some interest in the garden particularly with the 

preschool.  They will be weeding and picking flowers and vegetables.  

❏ Parent newsletter was sent out at the beginning of the week, with the goal 

being every other week.  Trying not to flood inboxes. 

❏ The nurse has asked if your child is going to be out sick, if you can call the 

office or send an email (to Lauren and the classroom teacher) as she is 

keeping track of each student who is out and why they are out.  

❏ Thanks to everyone for everything: the signs, the balloons, the parents 

who helped weed the front of the school, the lunch at the start of the 

school, the art bags, the picnic tables (very helpful on these beautiful 

days). 

❏ Opened it up for questions...no questions 

❏ New Board Members: 

❏ VOTE - Amend Bylaws for Virtual Voting 

           The bylaw was amended with several verbal votes.  



❏ VOTE - Acceptance of New Board Members 

           Voting on new board members. Sarah Ranahan is co-president 

           Celie O’Brien and Courtney Johnson - co-vice presidents 

            Lisa Sailer and Alyssa Scordo - co-secretary 

            Tim Semchenko - treasurer 

❏ DATE CHANGE - Picture Day: 

We are unable to have the pictures taken in the school building so they are 

rescheduled for May. Exact date TBD. 

❏ 2019-2020 Yearbook Delivery Update: 

❏ Thank you to David for all the work on the yearbook.  They were all 

delivered.  

❏ Reach out if you haven’t received your yearbook yet.  

❏ David Winter - thank you Principal Reardon for her help.  

❏ We have a dozen or so yearbooks left.  We can post on Facebook or 

something...first come, first serve.  Can also be purchased on PTO 

Website www.wampatuckpto.com 

❏ This will be David’s last year on the yearbook so he’s looking for someone 

to take over.  It is a long-term project.  The hard part is getting the 

pictures.  Try uploading with the newer software.  

❏ Room Parent Sign Ups: 

❏ We’ve done this virtually so far.  

❏ There are 7 rooms that do not have any room parents.  



❏ All the other rooms have one or two room parents.  We’d like this finalized 

for the directory - October 9th deadline. 

❏  It will be great for teachers to have a contact and to include remote 

students with updates and information. 

❏ Yearly Fundraising Plans: 

❏ We were going to have a boosterthon late September which has been 

rescheduled for May.  

❏ For October we have the book fair next Wednesday, 10/7, which is more 

for the school. Buttonwoods will be donating 20% of all proceeds.  

❏ Fall Fest is 10/24 which will be a drive through Halloween event.  

❏ Winter Carnival will happen but be reimagined.  

❏  Direct donations in October. 

❏ Volunteers Needed: 

❏ We have a list online: book fair (can always use help), Halloween event; 

Parent Social Event; one more garden volunteer; Dining volunteer to work 

with local restaurants to run this.  They are all listed on the website. 

❏ Survey Results: 

❏ We have 85 responses and the survey is still open.  

❏ A few comments/question from survey: 

❏ There are not PTO dues; everyone is included; however, you 

can participate in the direct donation. 

❏ Can we get Wampatuck masks, which we are working on. 

❏ Some people would rather give money than time. 



❏ Wondering why we don’t have better parent participation.  

❏ Can we have teachers come to the meetings?  They are 

invited and welcome. 

❏ The notes will be posted to the school and PTO website. 

❏ Can we see the amount raised by the event and/or by the 

month.  This is done on a yearly basis. 

❏ We want to make sure we don’t leave out the remote 

families.  We’ve been trying to include all three cohorts while 

considering everyone’s comfort level at this point.  

❏ Can we do a grade level Zoom meet-up or a kindergarten 

meet-up (which we weren’t able to do this year, but bags 

were given to kindergarteners). 

 

❏ Event Updates: 

❏ Book Fair - Tatum Straub / Sarah Ranahan - next Wednesday 10/7 

❏  Staff will be available to help with good-fit books.  You can also 

order books.  
❏ They prefer checks, but will take cash.  

❏ It is separated by cohorts to spread people out.  If your time for 
your cohort doesn’t work, you can go when it works for you.  

❏ Also working on an ice cream truck.  

❏ We could use volunteers as we only have Sarah and Tatum at this 
point. 

❏ Drive Thru Halloween - Courtney Johnson - 10/24 
❏ Trunk or Treat feel for the kids 



❏ Need volunteers to sign up and decorate their cars and spread out 
throughout the parking lot 

❏ Would like a kit to participate in certain games at certain trunks 
without sharing items - volunteers could make goodie bags  

❏ Will be by cohort to spread out; looking for ideas.  

❏ We may need families to register for this year so we know how 
many people are coming. 

 
Opened it up for questions/comments: 
❏ Tracy R. - where will the setup be for the book fair?  Outside on the gym side; 4-5 

tables. 
❏ Tracy R. - is there a rain date? Oct. 7th and Oct. 14th is the rain date.  There is 

an online component between 10/7 and 10/14, you can order online. 
❏ Let’s remind everyone to wear masks. 

❏ Question in the chat: Where can I find information?  There is a new website 

created by Sarah: WampatuckPTO.com 
❏ Is there a date for the May fundraiser? The Boosterthon is an in-school event; 

looking into the date. Update - Boosterthon is scheduled May 18-27th. 
 

Final thought/questions for Brian: 
❏ Shout out to: Meghan Cotter and Jen Murphy spent two hot August days to 

excavate the overgrowth.  Thank you to both of them! 

❏ Thank you to David Winters for his 10 years of work on the yearbook!! 
❏ Hoping to continue to increase the parent volunteering. 

❏ David Winters question: What is the primary mode of communication from the 

PTO this year?  Email is the most successful.  Facebook isn’t very successful.  
❏ Approximately 17 participants at the meeting. 

❏ We like to move through the meetings efficiently. 
❏ Please check out the website as it has all of our information. 

❏ Parent question: will students be able to take books out of the library? 



 Principal Riordan: we are filling the library aide position; hopefully, next 
week. Making plans for allowing students to check out books.  The aide 

will need to shelf large stacks of books from last year before students can 
check out books. 

 

 
❏ Meeting ended at 7:58 

❏ The next meeting will be in November. 
 

 


